
 

 

 

March 18, 2020 

Funding Proposals to Offset the Economic Impact of COVID-19 

One Time Additional WIOA Funding 

Workforce Opportunity and Innovation Act (WIOA) Funding is a critical source of funding to help 
unemployed or underemployed get the skills training to enter a new career. Given COVID-19’s 
(coronavirus) impact on the American economy, unemployment will likely rise as the result of 
widespread closure of businesses and governments. Hourly workers and those in the gig economy will 
be particularly hard hit due to the economic slowdown. WIOA funding will enable these Americans to 
get training and into in-demand careers. 
 
Trucking has proven to be a successful career choice for many utilizing WIOA funding. Trucking jobs is in 
high demand as there’s a driver shortage. In fact, recent data shows that truck driver training schools 
train between 13,000-14,000 Americans each year through the WIOA program. Trucking offers a great 
career choice as new drivers make on average between $48,000-$52,000 plus benefits. 
 
Proposal  
 
We urge Congress to: 

• Authorize and appropriate a one-time WIOA expenditure of $2.994 billion 
o This amount is separate and in addition to FY 2021 appropriations of WIOA 
o The funding breakdown is as follows: 

§ $854,649,000 for Adult Employment and Training Activities 
§ $913,130,000 for Youth Activities (16-24) 
§ $1,052,053,000 for Dislocated Worker Employment & Training Activities 
§ $175,000,000 for Apprenticeships 

o 50% be spent in calendar year 2020 and the other 50% in calendar year 2021.   
o This will help both those directly affected, but also those that will need training now and 

in the future. 
 

SBA Loans to fund Government Receivables 

In President Trump’s Oval Office Address to Americans on March 11, 2020, the President under 
emergency authority instructed “the Small Business Administration to exercise available authority to 
provide capital and liquidity to firms affected by the coronavirus.”  The President went on to say that 
“[e]ffective immediately, the SBA will begin providing economic loans in affected states and territories.  
These low-interest loans will help small businesses overcome temporary economic disruptions caused 
by the virus.  To this end, I am asking Congress to increase funding for this program by an additional $50 
billion. 

Small businesses are the life blood of our nation’s economy. Truck schools are also small businesses. 
One of the most challenging parts following any crisis is the return to normalcy. Another major issue 



facing the economy is how to inject capital back into our system to help meet payroll, pay bills, etc. If a 
business does not have the ability to pay its staff or bills, it will cease to operate.  

To help solve this, we propose to use the SBA to help fund government WIOA payments for successful 
training. These “receivables” are typically paid out anywhere from 90-120 days after completion of 
training. However, depending on how deep America’s shutdown lasts, many businesses will be on the 
brink of failure. 

Proposal 

Allow the SBA to fund receivables due to businesses from government entities (WIOA) at 0% through 
July 1, 2021. This would allow businesses to assign the right to payment from one government entity to 
the SBA while the business is able to receive the payment from the SBA within 30 days. This allows the 
business to be paid in a much shorter time, and inject capital into the business to meet payroll, pay bills, 
etc. Since the payment is from government to government, there is no risk in receiving the payment for 
a service that has already been completed. 

 

 


